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A Collection of Fishes from the Coasts of Natal, 
Zulnland, and Cape Colony. 


By 

Tate Ege^an, 11.A. 


With Plates XXXYII—XLII. 


A collection of marine fishes from Natal, ZnInland, and 
Cape Colony, received from Dr. Warren, is of considerable 
interest. The specimens were obtained at five localities, viz. 
l\osi Bay, Zulnland; Seottburgh, Durban Bay, and Congella, 
near Durban, Natal; and sixteen miles N.E. of Bird Island, 
Alima Bay. 

o t/ 

A complete list of the collection is first given, and after¬ 
wards the new species are described. 


I.—SELACHII. 

Earn. Cakchakiid.e. 
Mustelus vulgaris J/. fy 11. 

Earn. Scyliorhinid.e. 
S c y 1 i o r h i n u s a f r i ca n u s (L.) 

„ edwardsii (Cuv.) 

„ variegatns (A. Smith) 

,, natalensis (Bgn.) 

Earn. Squaliile. 

S q u a 1 u s a e u t i p i n n i s .yp. n. . 
Pliotrema warreni Bgn. 


Bird Island. 


Bird Island. 

>> 


Bird Island. 

a 
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Fain. Squatinid.e. 

Squat in a africana sj). n. . . . Durban Bay. 

Fain. ToRFEDiNibJK. 

Torpedo marmorata Risso.. Bird Island, Congella, and 

Algoa Bay. 

Astrape ca pen sis (L.) . . . Bird Island. 

Fain. Bhinobatupe. 

Bhinobatns col n mine M. & H. , Bird Island. 

„ blocliii M. & H. Bird Island and Durban Bay. 


Fain. Baud,*;. 

Baia marginata Lacep . . . . Bird Island. 

„ ocellifera Rgn. 

„ rliizacantliu s Rgn. „ 


Fain. Dasybatiiee. 

Dasybatis narnak (Forsk.) . . . Durban Bay. 

JMyliobatis aquila (L.) . . . Bird Island. 


Fain. Cholekiice. 

Callorli vn elms antarcticns (Lacep.) . Bird Island. 


II. — TFLEOSTOM1. 

Fain. Clupeiiee. 
Cln])oa dnrb alien sis Rgn. . 

Spra telloides del icnt ulus (Benn.) 

Fain. Silurid.e. 

(J a lei c lit by s f el i ceps C. & V. 


Durban Bay. 
Kosi Bay. 


Bird Island. 
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Fam. Axgpillida:. 

M u v ;e n e s o x cine r e 11 s (Forsk.) 
Ophichthys 1111 icolor sj>. n. 

,, kirkii Citin'. 

Fam. Mura;nida;. 

Munena poly ophtli a linns Blkr. 

,, m a c r n ru s Blkr. 

Fail). SCOMBRESOCIDA]. 

11 emir ham pli ns d nssnniieri C. & f. 

Bel one robust a (ithr . 


Fam. Mugilipa:. 

M ugil robust ns Gthr. 

,, eey lonensis Gthr. 

, y smithii Gthr. 

,, constant he C. ct* V. . 

Fam. AtherixIDA]. 
Atherina pingnis Lacrp. 


Fam. Gadida:. 

Mer In coins ca])ensis Caste! a. 


Fam. Fleuronegtida:. 

Platophrys pant her in ns (Riipp.) . 
Pseudo rhomb ns rnssellii (Gray) . 
Paralichthodes algcensis Gilchr. . 

8 yn apt lira ciliata Gilchr. . 

,, pectora 1 is Kaup. 

Plagnsia ma r m ora t a Blkr. 
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Durban Bay. 
Bird island. 
Kosi Bay. 


Durban Bay. 
Kosi Bay. 


Kosi Bay. 
)} 


Kosi Bay. 

j) 

Durban Bay. 


Kosi Bay. 


Bird Island. 


Kosi Bay. 
Durban Bay. 

Bird island. 
Kosi Bay. 
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Fam. Sere an id.*;. 


Fpineplielus sonnerati (C. & F.) . 

. Durban Bay 

j, andersoni Blgr. 


yy tauvina (For# A*.) 

Congella. 

„ liemistietns {BuppX 

Kosi Bay. 

} y niaculatus {BL) 


Therapon servus {Bl.) 

Durban Bay 

Farascorjiis typus Blh\ 

Bird Island. 

Apogon warreni s*j). n. 

Durban Bay 

Cirrhitichtliys niaculatus {Lcicpjk) 

• » 

Pom atom us saltator {L.) 

Bird Island. 

Lutianus gembra {C. & V.) . 

Durban Bay 


jolmii {BL) 

mar gin a tns ( C. &■ F.) 


Fam. POMADASID.E. 

1 ) o m a d a s y s t a? n i o p h o r n s sj). n . 

„ multimaculatiis {Plaijf.) 

„ liasta {BL) 

,, u p e r c u 1 a r i s ( (Jth r. & PI a yf . ) 

Diagramma griseum C. & V . 

„ a f fine Gthr. 

erassispinum Biij)j>. . 


Kosi Bay. 
Durban Bay. 


Kosi Bay. 
Durban Bay. 
Kosi Bay. 


Fam. Spar id.*:. 

Cantliarus emarginatus C. & V. 
Dent ex argyrozoiia C. & V. 

„ un d u losus .sj). n. 
Lethrinus nebnlosns (For.sk.) 

Sargns cervinus (Loicp) 

„ capensis A. Smith . 

„ liol ubi Stclr. . 

„ n i g r o f a s c i a t u s sj). n . 

Fagrus laniarius C. & V. 


Bird Island. 

Kosi Bay. 

Kosi Bay and Durban Bay. 

>> » )> 

Bird Island. 
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(Jhrysophrys gib Li cops & V, 

}> hasta (Bl. Schu.) 

,, bifasciatus (For.sk.) 

„ sarba (For.sk.) 

Pa gel lus lit ho glia tlin s <\ & V. 

„ morinyrus (B.) 


Bird Island. 
Kosi Bay. 

Durban Day. 
Bird Island. 
Kosi Bay. 


Fain. Mulliua. 

M u 11 o i d e s H a v o 1 i n e a t u s (Laap.) . . Kosi 1 lay . 


Fain. Liognathida. 


(lerres longirostris Biipp. . 

„ lineolatus Gthr. 

Fquula edentil la (BL) 


Durban Bay and Kosi Bay. 

Kosi Bay. 
Durban Bay. 


Fain. Sc lkn idol 

Otolitlius Eequidens C. & V. . . Bird Island. 

Unibrina capensis FoppF ... „ 

Sc non a acjuila Lacep. . . ;; 

margarit if era Ilahj . . Durban Bify 


Fam. SlLLAGINIDA. 

Si 11 ago sili a in a (For.sk.) 

„ cli on drop us Blkr. . 


Kosi Bay. 
Durban Bay. 


Fam. Pejupheiuda. 
Pempheris mo luce a C. & V. 

Fam. Scokpidida. 

1 * sett us falciformis (Larcp.) 

Fam. Cypbosida. 
Cyphosus fuse us (Laap.) 

Fam. C h atodoxtida. 
Clue tod on vagabnndus £. . 

,, setifer Bl. 


Kosi Bay. 


Kosi Bay. 


Kosi Bay. 


Kosi Bay. 
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Fam. Deepanida:. 
Drcpane punctata (L.) 

Fain. Teuthidida:. 
Tentliis oramin (BL Selin.) . 

Fain. Acanthueida:. 
Acanthu ru s trios teg us ( L .) 

„ strigosus Benu. 

Fain. Pomacextkida:. 

C 1 y p li i clo don so r di du s (Fornk.) 

„ easiest inns C. & V. . 

Fam. Labe id a:. 

J u 1 i s u in b r o s t i g m a Iiiipji. . 

„ lunaris ( L .) 

P 1 a t y g 1 o ssus sea p u 1 a ri s (Benn.) 

Fain. Scarida:. 
Pseucloscarus inacnlosns (Lacep.) 

Fam. Caeangida:. 
Track urns track urns (L.) . 

Caranx carangus (EL) 

„ rottleri (BL) 

,, ciHaris (BL) 

,, melampygus C\ A 7 . 

,, speciosns (For#l\) . 

„ hippos (L.) . 

Tracliy not ns o vat us (L.) . Kosi Bay 

Clio line in us sane ti-petri C. & F. 

Fam. Teichiueida:. 
Lepidopus caudatus (Euphras.) 


Durban Baj 
Kosi Bay. 

Kosi Bay. 


Kosi Bay. 

• r> 

Kosi Bay. 

• 

• > » 

Kosi Bay. 

Bird Island. 
Durban Bay 

• j > 

■ >) 

Kosi Bay. 

• y y 

• 

and Durban Bay 
Durban Bay 

Bird Island. 
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Fain. ( rOBIIDJF. 

Fleotris opli i ocopli a 1 u s (\ A V. 

V am. Bi.exxiiioe. 

HI on wins b i fi 1 11111 Gthr. 

„ punctifer sp. n. . 

Sal arias quadri corn is (\ A V. 

., rivnlatns Rupp. 

,, kosieiisis xp. n. 

Fam. Ophidiidje. 
denypterns c a}) on sis (A. Smith) . 

Fam. Scorp-exidje. 
Scorpio li a natal on sis Ryn. 
rosea Day. 

3 , liaploclactylus Blkr. 
Pterois miles (Benn.) 

„ volitans (L.) 

Agriopus spin if er A. Smith 

Fam. Triglillf. 
Trigla capensis ('. A V. 

Fam. I ’latypephalidje. 
Platyoophalus toutacnlatus Rupp . 

insidiator [Fan <k.) 

Fam. Balistipje. 
Balistes aculeatus L. 

F am. OsTRAoioxTiirK. 
Ostracion cubic us L. 


Fam. Tet k o doxtiiok. 
Tetroden honckenii BI. 

„ i m m a c u 1 a t u s Bl. Sell )i . . 


K< )si Fay. 


Kosi Bay. 


Bird Island. 


Bird Island. 
Durban Bay, 
Kosi Bay. 
Seottburgh. 
Kosi Bay. 


Bird island. 


Kosi Bay. 


Kosi Bay. 


Kosi Bay. 


Kosi Bay. 
Durban B ay. 
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Descriptions of the Nine New Species. 

S qua Ins a cut ip in n is sp. n. (PL XXXVII.) 

Acantliias blainvillii (part.) G Until . Cat. Fish, viii, 
p. 419 (1870). 

Snout pointed; nasal flaps bilobed; distance from nostrils 
to end of snout §—| that from month to nostrils. Base of 
second dorsal (without the spine) \ of its distance from the 
upper caudal lobe and h that of the first (without the spine), 
which is less than its height and about of its distance from 
the second dorsal; spiires without ridges or grooves, that of 
the second dorsal not quite so high as the fin, in great part 
exposed. Pectoral extending well beyond the end of the 
base of first dorsal and at least § of the distance from last 
gill-opening to origin of ventral, with the free edge nearly 
straight, the posterior angle nearly a right angle and the 
anterior angle much more acute than in 8. blainvillii; 
ventrals not nearly reaching the second dorsal. Lower 
caudal lobe without posterior notch, its lower edge con¬ 
tinuous with the posterior edge of the upper lobe. Grayish 
or brownish above, pale below. 

South Africa ; Mauritius. 

Four specimens, a stuffed one from Mauritius (Robillard), 
one of 560 mm. from Natal, presented by Dr. E. Warren, one 
of 540 mm. from Table Bay, presented by Dr. -J. I). F. Gil¬ 
christ, and one of 190 mm. from the Cape 'of Good Hope, 
from Sir Andrew Smith's collection. 

Squatina africana yp. n. (PI. XXXVIII.) 

Folds at sides of head not produced into lobes. Outer nasal 
flap with entire edges; inner flap with two nearly simple pro¬ 
longations, the outer of which has a fringed lobe at its base. 
Distance between the spiracles a little less than the inter- 
ocular width. Outer angle of pectoral nearly a right angle; 
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distance from anterior angle to posterior end of base of 
pectoral 4 the extreme length of the fin. Ventral not 
reaching tlie vertical from origin of first dorsal. Width 
of tail (at the base) about £ of its length. Base of first 
dorsal a little more than A its height, which is a little more 
than its distance from the second; second dorsal a little 
shorter, but scarcely lower than the first; interspace between 
the dorsals a little less than the distance from second dorsal 
to caudal, much less than the distance from base of tail to 
origin of first dorsal. Posterior edge of caudal fin notched, 
the upper lobe vertically truncate above, the edge becoming 
oblique before its junction with the lower lobe, which is 
obliquely truncate. Upper surface with small pointed 
denticles, each with o keels ; no median series of enlarged 
denticles ; small imbricated denticles at outer edges of paired 
fins, extending on to their lower surface and, on the pectoral, 
forming an inferior marginal strip about \ as wide as the fin ; 
denticles on lower surface of tail not extending forward to its 
base; lower surface of head and abdomen naked. Brownish, 
with numerous pale spots covered with brown reticulations. 

A single specimen (S), 800 mm. in total length, from 
Durban Bay, Natal. 

This species is nearest to Sq. cali fornica Ayres-, which 
differs in markings and in having the greater part of the 
abdomen and of the lower surface of tin* paired fins covered 
with denticles in the adult. From the Japanese Sq. nebnlosa 
Regan it differs especially in coloration, in having the folds at 
the sides of the head not produced into lobes and in the form 
and dimensions of the fins. 

The species of Squatina may be arranged thus : 

1. A mid-dorsal series of enlarged denticles present in the 
adult. 

(a) Distance between the spiracles greater than the inter¬ 
ocular width. 1. japonica Bleel 

(b) Distance between the spiracles not greater than the 
interocular width. 
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Distance from anterior angle to posterior end of base of 
pectoral much more than A the extreme length of the fin. 

2 . a r in a t a Ph ilipp i. 
Distance from anterior angle to posterior end of base of pec¬ 
toral a little more than A the extreme length of the tin. 

o. acnleata Cuv. 

fl. No mid-dorsal series of enlarged denticles in the adult. 

(a) Dermal denticles not carinate. 

Folds at sides of head produced into an angular lobe on each 
side. 4. an gel ns Dum. 

Folds at sides of head not produced into lobes. 

5 . a n s t r a 1 i s Peg a n . 

(b) Dermal denticles tricarinate. 

1. Folds at sides of head not produced into lobes. 
Abdomen and lower surface of paired fins, in the adult, in 

great part covered bv dermal denticles. 

6. ca 1 i f o r n i c a Ayre *. 
Abdomen naked; lower surface of paired fins with marginal 

strips of denticles. 7. africana Began . 

2. Folds at sides of head produced into two convex 

lobes on each side. 8. nebnlosa Regan. 


Text-fig. 1. 



Ophichthys uni color sp. n. (Text-fig. 1.) 

Teeth pointed, snbequal, in a double series in both jaws and 
on the vomer. Length of head the distance from gill- 
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opening to vent; tail nearly twice as long as the rest of the 
fish. Snout nearly twice as long as eye, projecting beyond 
the month ; cleft of month about 4 the length of head, 
extending to below the posterior edge of eye. Origin 
of dorsal a little behind the end of the pectoral, which is 
|- as long as the head. Uniformly brownish. 

Sixteen miles X.E. of Bird Island at a depth of 40 fathoms ; 
bottom mnd. 

A single specimen, 200 mm. in total length. 

Apogon warreni *p. u, (PI. XLII.) 

Depth of body ecpial to the length of head, 2| in the length 
of the fish. Snout -4 as long as eye, the diameter of which is 
84- in the length of head • interorbital width 5 in the length 
of head. Maxillary extending slightly beyond the vertical 
from posterior edge of eye; lower jaw shorter than the upper. 
Seales 25 “ s . Dorsal VI, I 0; second spine much stronger 
and a little longer than the third, nearly 4 the length of head ; 
first branched ray the highest, the length of head ; free edge 
of soft dorsal straight. Anal II 8. Caudal notched. Pectoral 
| the length of head ; ventrals extending to the anal. A dark 
band from eye to base of pectoral ; a large dark longitudi¬ 
nally expanded spot on the caudal peduncle. 

Ivosi Bay, Znluland. 

A single specimen, 50 mm. in total length. 

Pomadasys tieniophorus sj>. n. (PL XXXIX.) 

Depth of body 2 \ to 24 in the length, length of head 34 to 
3A. Snout shorter than eye, the diameter of which is 34 in 
the length of head and nearly equal to the interorbital width. 
Maxillary extending to below anterior 4 of eye; depth of 
pneorbital nearly equal to the diameter of eye ; 12 gill-rakers 
on the lower part of the anterior arch. Scales 51-54 yL. 
Dorsal XII 14-15, commencing above the opercular cleft ; 
fourth spine the longest, a little more than A the length of 
head; soft dorsal highest anteriorly, with straight or slightly 

vor.. 1, part 3. 19 
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convex free edge, scaly at the base and with a series of scales 
behind each ray; longest rays less than 4 the length of head. 
Anal III 7 ; second spine the longest, to § the length of 
head. Caudal truncate or slightly notched. Pectoral longer 
than the head, extending to above the origin of anal; ventrals 
reaching the vent. Five or six pairs of dark longitudinal 
stripes on each side of the body, the stripes of each pair 
confluent posteriorly ; vertical fins dusky. 

Kosi Bay, Zululand. 

Two specimens, 260 mm. in total length. 

Allied to P. fnrcatus Bl. Selin ., which has III 8-10 anal 
rays, and still more closely to P. anas Veil., described and 
figured by Sauvage in his work on the fishes of Madagascar. 
The latter has the snout more produced, the maxillary not 
extending beyond the vertical from the anterior edge of the 
eye, and the dorsal commencing above the axil of the pectoral, 
which is shorter than the head. 


Dent ex undulosus sji. n. (PI. XL.) 

Dentex rupestris (non Cue. & Yal.) Casteln. Poiss. Afr. 
Austral., p. 28 (1861). 

Depth of body 2f to 3 in the length, length of head 
Si to 81- . Snout 1J- to 2 as long as eye, the diameter of 
which is 34 to 5-4 in the length of head ; interorbital width 
3 to 34 in the length of head. Jaws equal anteriorly ; 
maxillary nearly reaching the vertical from the anterior 
edge of eye ; 4 canines in the upper jaw, moderately strong, 
the inner pair scarcely smaller than the outer; 6 canines 
in the lower jaw, the innermost pair small. Depth of pne- 
orbital equal to the diameter of eye (adult) or less (young) ; 
cheek with 9 or 10 series of scales; prmoperculum scaly ; 
14 to 16 gill-rakers on the lower part of the anterior arch. 
Scales 57-60 Dorsal XII 10; origin above axil of 

pectoral ; spines of moderate strength, tlie third to the fifth 
the longest, £ ora little more than |- the length of head; soft 
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rays £ or nearly £ the length of head. Anal III 0; second 
and third spines snbequal, £ or nearly £ the length of head. 
Caudal forked. Pectoral longer than the head, extending: to 
above the origin of anal. Upper half of body with from 3 to 
0 undnlating longitudinal dark stripes with pale edges ; a large 
blackish spot on the side above the middle of the pectoral. 

Sixteen miles X.E. of Bird Island, Natal, and Table Bay, 
('ape Colony (Gilchrist). 

Dent ex a r gyro zona Cur. & Val. is nearest to this species, 
bnt has a larger mouth, stronger lateral canines, 6 to 8 scales 
in a transverse series above the lateral line, III 8 anal rays 
and a different system of coloration. 


Sargns nigrofasciatus sp. n. (PI. XL1.) 

Depth of body 2 to 2± in the length, length of head 3 to 
•»A. Snout with nearly vertical profile, longer than eye, the 
diameter of which is 44 in the length of head; interorbital 
region very convex, its width 2f in the length of head. 
Maxillary extending to below anterior 4r of eye; depth of 
prmorbital ecpial to diameter of eye; cheek with 5 series of 
scales; 10 short gill-rakers on the lower part of the anterior 
arch. Incisors moderately broad, implanted vertically in the 
upper jaw, obliquely in the lower; 4 or 5 series of molars in 
the upper jaw, 3 in the lower. Scales oo-o7 Dorsal 

XI 12, commencing above the axil of pectoral; fourth spine 
the longest, T to f the length of head; last spine l to ± the 
length of head and as long as the soft rays. Anal III 11 ; 
second and third spines snbequal, as long as the last of the 
dorsal. Caudal forked. Pectoral longer than the head, 
extending beyond the origin of anal; ventrals reaching the 
vent. Body with 6 or 7 blackish vertical bars; thoracic 
region and upper part and sides of head blackish. 

Sixteen miles X.E. of Bird Island, Xatal, at a depth of 40 
fathoms. 

Two specimens, 300 mm. in total length. 

Allied to >S. liolnbi Stdr. which has the piworbital deeper, 
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tlie spinous dorsal lower, the soft dorsal usually of thirteen 
rays, and the coloration uniform except for a small dark spot 
at the root of the pectoral. 


Blennius punctifer, #p. n. (PI. XLII.) 

Depth of body 3J to 4 in the length, length of head 4-i-— if. 
Snout obtuse, with nearly vertical anterior profile. Diameter 
of eye 34 to 4 in the length of head and twice the width of 
the flat interorbital region. Maxillary extending to below 
posterior edge of eye; very small canines in the lower jaw. 
On each side a short fringed nasal tentacle and a similar 
supra-orbital tentacle; occiput with a median series of simple 
filaments. Dorsal XII 14-15, with a very slight notch, com¬ 
mencing above the edge of prmoperculmn, ending just before 
the caudal; spinous part as high as or a little lower than the 
moderately elevated soft-rayed part. Anal 17-19. Caudal sub- 
truncate. Pectoral extending to above origin of anal. Back 
with 6 more or less distinct dark cross-bars; numerous very 
small dark spots on head, body, dorsal fin and base of pectoral 
fin; series of larger spots on caudal, anal and distal part of 
pectoral; a more or less distinct dark spot or ocellus behind 
the first dorsal spine. 

Kosi Bay, Znlnland and Port Xatal (Ayres). 

Three specimens, measuring up to 100 mm. in total length. 

Blennius cristatus Linn, is described by Cuvier &• 
Valenciennes from the Island of Ascension as having the 
supra-orbital tentacles very small and simple, the anal fin with 
lb rays, and the markings somewhat different. 

Salarias kosiensis sp.n. (PI. XLII.) 

Depth of body equal to length of head, 3|- in the length of 
the fish. Snout obtuse, with nearly vertical anterior profile. 
Diameter of eye 5 in the length of head and equal to the 
width of the somewhat concave interorbital region. Maxillary 
extending to below posterior edge of eye; canines present in 
the lower jaw. On each side a short fringed nasal tentacle 
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and a long simple supra-orbital tentacle ; a transverse series of 
short filaments across the nape. Dorsal XI 12, deeply notched, 
ending just before the caudal; spinous part lower than the 
rather elevated soft-rayed part. Anal 15. Caudal rounded. 
Pectoral extending beyond the origin of anal. Blackish-grey, 
with some white spots and markings. 

Ivosi Bay, Znluland. 

A single specimen, 185 mm. in total length. 

This species is very close to S. variolosus C. & V ., which 
has the supra-orbital tentacles small and fringed. 
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